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CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
 

The Definition of Discipleship:  Process by which we progressively bring all of 
life under the Lordship of Jesus Chris.  Matthew 10:24-42 (NIV) 

25 It is enough for students to be like their teachers, and servants like their masters.  

The Challenge of Discipleship:  To align our purposes with God’s purposes.  
Matthew 16:21-28 (NIV), Mark 8:34-34 (NIV), Luke 9:23-26 (NIV) 

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow me.  

 The Principles of the Christian Life are 

  1st – To have a sincere desire to belong to Christ – If any man… 

2nd – To renounce self dependence, and selfish pursuit – Let him deny     
 himself. 

3rd – To embrace the condition which God has for us suffering servants among 
men.  The lifestyle of the new people of God, the Church , is to be correlated 
with Christ in His suffering. 

I – Partnership with Christ - 24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my 
disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 

II – Priorities from the person of Christ - 25 For whoever wants to save their life[a] will lose it, 
but whoever loses their life for me will find it. 

III – Perspectives from the judgement of Christ - 26 What good will it be for someone to gain 
the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 

IV – Practices in the will of Christ - 27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s 
glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what they have 
done. 

Rather than say, “He is the happiest who possesses most,” Jesus teaches the “He is happiest 
who is himself possessed by Christ.  


